Concerns about Dangers from Swine Flu Vaccine Grow
by Melanie Grimes
September 29, 2009: Concerns about the safety of the H1N1 vaccine continue to grow as the government
rushes to bring the vaccine to market. The FDA usually requires rigorous testing of any new drug, but
concerns about the H1N1 pandemic has sped the vaccine through the channels without the same clinical
testing as other vaccines. Even health care workers are concerned, as they are the first ones to receive
the swine flu vaccine and will, in effect, be human guinea pigs. Many face the loss of their jobs if they
refuse the vaccination.
Mercury poisoning is one of the concerns about any vaccination, but in recent years the additive,
thimerosal, which contains mercury, has been removed from most vaccines. However, the H1N1 flu shot
still contains a high level of mercury and this alone is a concern for children, pregnant women, and the
elderly -- the very populations who are being encouraged to take the swine flu shot.
Squalene is another additive used in vaccines that is a concern. Squalene was an additive in the
vaccine given to Gulf War soldiers and is now known to be one of the causes of Gulf War Syndrome. Even
the government, who approved the use of squalene in the vaccines, has admitted that it was one of the
causes of the vets' illness.
Side-effects from the H1N1 flu shot are another concern. The vaccine for the Avian flu caused a
rare neurological disorder, Guillain-Barre syndrome and death.
One third of health care professionals are refusing to take the H1N1 vaccine, according to polls in
both the US and England. Another third is unsure, leaving only one third of the health care professionals
supporting the H1N1 vaccine. President Obama has stated that the H1N1 vaccine will be voluntary, but
companies and hospitals are acting otherwise, and against the interests of their employees and medical
staff.
Both Ireland and Greece have said that they will fine and imprison those who refuse to be
vaccinated.
A recent article in Reuters reported that "adverse event reports" are expected by the public
health departments after the swine flu vaccine is administered, including one million heart attacks,
700,000 strokes and 900,000 miscarriages.
The FDA is charged with protecting the American people from unsafe drugs. Their intention to
speed the swine flu vaccine into production has caused concern about the safety of the new drug. Until
these questions are addressed, the health benefits of the swine flu vaccine remain under suspicion.
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